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sin. Romans 4: 15. 
Law means the precept of a ruler, accompanied wit! 


scribe rules of action to others, and to connect these rule 


In the state in which our first parents were create 
God gave them the moral law. This arises solely fro 
his character and that of mankind, and the relations the 


sustain to Him, and to one another. 


} 


The tenor of the law is, obey and live, disobey and die 
Without this sanction the law could have no force an 


intention. 


ties. The distinction seems to be this: moral laws 


attempted to repudiate his authority, and brought upo' 
themselves the greatest evils. 


moral law; and where there is no moral law, there is no 


penal sanctions. A ruler is one who has a right to pre- 


with penalties. The ruler must be enticed to give laws, 
und those to whom they are given must be bound to obey. 


; God requires universal, perfect, perpetual, and persona 
obedience to this Jaw. Its sanction is eternal happines 

' .* . , 

to the obedient, and eternal misery to the disobedient 


efficacy. Every deviation from the law, in thought, word. 
or action, is sin, and makes the transgressor liable to Its 
' penalty. Sin does not consist in the external action, but 
the state of the heart, whence the action proceeds, or th« 


Theologians speak of moral and positive laws and du- 


duties are founded in the nature or relation of creatures. 


made known by the light of nature; positive laws or du- 
ties are founded in the relation of creatures, discoverab): 

by Divine revelation only. In God’s mind, no doubt, just 

as good a reason exists for the one as the other. 

In addition to the moral law, God gave to our first | 
rents a positive law, prohibiting them to eat of the fruit 
of a tree which stood in the midst of the sarden of Eder 
This prohibition was designed as a trial of the subordina- 

i tion of their wills to the will of God; and upon this tes 

| of their conduct was suspended their eternal state.- 

Against this exhibition of sovereignty, the clearest light 

and the most powerful motives, they became discontent 


ed, believed the Tempter rather than God, and foolish!) 
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The question arises, could not God have prevented their 
sin?) We know but little of the eternal plan of God’s uni- 
versal government. We should be cautious how we as- 
sert what he could, or could not do. Sin, as such, is dis- 
pleasing to God, and he seeks to prevent it wherever it 
may be done. He must have seen that he would have 
prevented the good intended, if he had not suffered the 
evil. If he had secured them against every opportunity to 
sin, by the immediate excrcise of his power, in so doing 
he would have effectually hindered their obedience or ho- 
liness. ‘To place them beyond the possibility of wrong, 
would be to place them beyond the possibility of right. 
Neither morality nor happiness can be conceived to exist 
without freedom. As God had given to man a moral 
nature, which is placed under the law of freedom alone, 
and to which compulsion and necessity, which prevail in 
the material world, where every thing proceeds by me- 
chanical laws, cannot be applied, we think the sin of our 
first parents could not have been prevented by an imme- 
diate exercise of power. 

Certain Grecian philosophers taught, that there are 
two equally eternal and original principles, God and mat- 
ter. ‘The former they supposed to be the rational, think- 
ing principle, and the origin of all good, physical and mo- 
ral; the latter, the irrational principle, and the cause of 
all evil. ‘To the first principle they conceived the soul of 
man belongs, and his body to the second. The leading 
philosophers of ancient Greece considered the body to be 
the seat and source of evil. This notion was carried to 
a great length by some in the christian church, particu- 
larly in the East. They regarded matter as in itself an 
evil existence, not deriving its being from God, nor de- 
pending upon him. So the Gnostics and the Manicheans. 

Christ taught no such doctrine. He tells us plainly, 
“But those things which proceed out of the mouth come 
forth from the heart, and they defile the man. For out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for- 
nications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” Mat. 15: 
18, 19. Sin does not lie in the springing up of involunta- 
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Romans 5: 12. Wherefore as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.—19. For as by 
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners. Ro- 
mans 3:10. As itis written, there is none righteous, 
no, not one. Mat. 9:12. They that be whole need not 
a physician, but they that are sick. 

On the one hand we deny that the human race come 


into existence as a white sheet of paper, which becomes 


soiled with impure Impressions, by education and contact 
with circumstances. And on tl ther, we deny, that 
sod punishes anv with eternal hell t ents on account 


ol \ iam 's sin. aside from actual 


All Adam’s descendants invariably commit actual sin. 
The reason of this lies in their inherent depravity, whic] 
sa consequence ol hy sin. So then | lily ce ath isa 
result of his transgres But none are under the ne- 
essitVv dvine the d deat] yn account of the fir 
transeression., All come into existencs under the econo- 
mh the gospel. By the righteousness of Christ the 
ree gift comes upon all men unto justification of lif 
Actual justification is by faith. Eternal life is given to 
one except by their own will and consent. Thus eter- 
al death is because of the rejection of the free gift. It 
s ascriptural d trine, that through the gospel which G 
as established for the recovery of the human race throug! 


Christ. through the Divine plan of mercy. we have gain- 
ed more than we lost through the sin of Adam and it 
| 


ons ences. Romans 5: 15. Though we must di 
nc n ount of the sin of om pro enitor. vet Christ 
is so ol ed the iW va uished deat! in the plac 
of man, that it is now left optional with the human fami- 
vhet VY y hf the Ss nd l¢ th the 
hey wi f Lhe} ere it in cd h-pa Nom 
eed die but once And even that death m: } ] 
d of its. st! Le and be | al rathe r as a frend than 


foe. Let those, who have been made sinner’s by Adam’s 


first transeression, receive the Lord Jesus Christ as ther 


shall be made righteous 





bstitute and Saviour. and 
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ind may exulting set death at defiance—they may ex- 
laim, “O death where is thy sting? Thanks be 
» God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” 

The depravity and mortality of man lies not in himself, 
but in Adam’s transgression. And in the same way, the 
zround of his justification and salvation lies not in him- 
self, but in Christ the second Adam. 

As the testimony of observation is now, so it was for- 


merly, that man has more inclination to tnmorality and 


7 P : ; £8 Wi 
sin than to virtue and holiness. Children are not holy 
= . ‘ } ] @ 1 ' 
| val purity 1S no Inherent quality of thelr nature. ey 

anil r ‘ L > all ! ! i ty 
ro astray m ti birth, speaking lies. Ps. 58:3. 1 )I- 

! +] c | ! ) os tr 
ishiness 1 ) Hi th neart ol the child. Prov. 22. iw) 
for the im ition of man’s heart is evil from his 4 Nn. 
Gen. 6: 21. ihat which 1s born of the flesh Is esi. 
. WW ’ 
J in) } vd. ry LO can | ne a ¢ lean thing out of an inl- 


clean? not one. Job 14: 4. What is man that he shoul 

> ! . ’ " " 
be clean? ; | he that is born of a woah, that ne snoul 
be righteous? Job 15:14. Because the carnal mind is 


nmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of 


] sth, : ] » oO ry} 
(0d, 1 ither indeed can be. Rom. 8 Ge I re | iv 
, x is f ti = 2 La tame iia 
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wh were to extend not « to himself, but to his pos- 
terity if | mtinued holy. they would be born | 
li sinnel en W he ) C- 
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porid } nee of tit if ect upon the sad 
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362 MAN’S DEARAVITY. 
is really as adults, need a Saviour, and a change of heart 
by the Holy Ghost, to fit them for heaven. 

“The judgment was by one to condemnation,” i. e. the 
sin of one man, and one single act of sin subjected his 
posterity to a depraved nature as the consequence. ‘Thus, 

y the appointment of God, such was the federal or rep- 
resentative character of Adam, and the relation in law 
with him and his posterity, that the constitution and 

haracter of his entire posterity, as perverted or unper- 
verted, depended on his obedience or defection. ‘There- 
fore, since | disobeyed, | ; disobience has drawn after it 
the defections of his race. ‘The universal bias to evil is 

1O ( ive nature, on ict } il- 
versal 1 é es to actual s 

Y) vity is tl ct of A n’ he 

MStitulio S race, l ves not consist in t S ul- 
ness of matt ( yrdine | he Gnostics, o1 Wi tl ll- 
ness of t *s essence. according to the Ma ns: 

it it consists in the perversion of those c 

owers and sceptibilities, which in Adam, before the 

ll, eventuated in actual 1 perfect ol Tor n¢ 
which, in their pervert lition by the fall, eventuate 

»actual and total depravity. It descends from Adam 
through all the race. It es not impair obligation, or 
excuse actual sin: it neither forces the will, nor by an ab- 
solute necessity of nature determines it to evil: for the 
human family com into existence under th rem lial 
in rest itive ei of t ( gospel; they « minue 1 AaAC- 

ual sin by 1 ing its curative and restorative influence. 

As to th ree of human depravity. It isfofal. By 
1s IS NOT I t tl SI not oressi ) I al 
sinners n ea e prog yr that manl s bad 
as th ( ) bes for the ( rye itly restrained: or that 
they ir estitute of every natural ual v. < in 
inal in ciety; or that th ir intellectual fa ithes are 

destroved; or that they have not the natural ections ol 
gratitude, sympathy, pity, humanity, patriotism: for all 
the race, whether holy or unholy, possess these in com- 
mon. 
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But by this is meant, that it includes the absence of 
| holiness—the want of conformity unto, and the actual 
ansgression of the law of God. 

That it is universal—there being not a mere man of 
ll the millions of Adam’s posterity that hath lived and 
it sinned. , 

That it is entire—every imagination of the thoughts of 

» heart being evil only—there being none that do good, 


» me 

That it positive—as including the actual preference 

the ture to the Creator, which is enmity against 
} 

TI loes not destroy moral agency—though occa- 

ynne e offence of Adam, the will of no individual, 

tl fi | to evil. In actual transgression every 

vy, with the possibility of turning to God. 

Tl the is in man a bias to evil, and to do that 

orl en, vet he cannot be regarded as punish- 

le « cccount of it, unless he yields himself to it, and 


lulzes it. All men do this: no one has lived upon the 


uth who has not been lead by this propensity into ac- 
| transgression, and so has become deserving of pun- 
me! We are all subject to punishment, not howev- 
be S we are born with this disposition, (for this is 
tt any fault of ours,) but we indulge it, give an ear to 
ur unlawful desires, and suffer ourselves to be led on to 
ec ssion of sin. We cannot be said to sin by any 
cessity. If our inborn de pravity necessitates our con- 
‘Tt. Wwe t be charged with actual sin: it would 
mount to a valid excuse, and free us from all blame. 
Ybliga ! i ability, not se f-destroyed, are commensu- 
ite. If, e not power to turn to God and obey the 
ospel, we \ te no obligation in not doing it, sin cannot 
e placed to our account. But the Bible and our con- 
sciences bear witness, that we are accountable for our 
ictions. Our actual sins subject us to punishment. ‘There- 
yre, they are not necessitated by our native depravity. 
Th pravity of man appears from experience, obser- 
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Univ sal experience evit es that the supreme I ( 
the world constitutes the first character of man. All n 
ir ious that they t their affections firsi supreme- 
ly ont world, and not on Ge Awa | sinne S- 
OV { thre ive no true love to G il i ch) 
can “back to the tim 1 they e' vy ha 

‘I story ol e WOl is mconsistent l hy the 
posi i eil I s1d01aTry l inimalisi - 
ton era , and its W i vi 

: ina love to Wi i manip ti eal Ol 
nat! n ive ide sucha hi yas Ul 

: oul ld has bes 

; ‘| e B © a rds no t mony to tt m 

i nathre—says nothin oO of the hun i) rt 

sylla ( 

i if es to t heart of man by nature a cl ( 
mcons \“ } rellcion v ‘only, a eitiul, i 
evil, ce erately wicked, luli Of madness, 

The Scriptural account of childhood shows, that ma 
is n n re ious. Every imagination oO ie neal j 
evil fi 1 his youth—the wicked are estranged from 
wom yreligion born with them. 

All the generic descriptions of the race are su h 
preclude 1 ion the na character of man. 

I Man Line neric o| the race But what is man tha 

he sh e in? Ory the son of man that he s! id 

be righteous, 

The world is another generic term, characteristic ¢ 
the rac But it is a world which hated Christ, an 
whose irienasnip is enmity with God. 

The flesh is another. But the carnal mind is enmity 
against God. 

The whole world is divided into classe . and all The 

i <a ; ) 
are described as holy or unholy, nghteous o1 wicked. Bu 

| never as righteous first. but always as wicked first, an 
as becom! rignteous by the power oO} the Opirit. 

It was that while we were enemies that Christ diec 
for us; and It Is only by being reconciled, that we become 
religious. 
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It is the direct testimony of the ommiscient God. that 
ll have gone out of the way |’ come vile—no! thar 
do good, no not 
he alleged universal necessity of a change to qualify 
en for heaven, roof that thev have no holins 
| , ca] t} t sifs {9 
countable character of man ts a religious 
t| entire body of ev must be revers« {Il 
st be conscious of supreme love to God itn « life 
( ct I i i n al renovati { 
to \ » have | the ! rel rio! the 
- \ yy ns 1 t be posed to sucl 
ut the consciousness of any change. At the same 
the history of the world must be found to be a his- 
of the firuits of piety idolatrv itself ben lv al 
ition of religious affection in the fast friend God, 
lous to please their heavenly Father! It should, 
ver, be | 1 written upon the unerring pa “Ev- 
imagination of man’s heart ts good from his youtl 
e children of men have not gone out of tl Ly 
ere is none that doth not understand and seek God 
do good, no, not one. The heart of the sons of 
nis full of goodness, out of which proceed ho/y thoughts, 
nevolent deeds. chastity. truth. and reverence f (sod. 
\ erefore., is man. that he should be wicked? Or 
that is born of a woman, that he should no? be reli- 
How / ind pt is man, who d keth in 
iio like water. This is the appros that 


} per t ir deeds are 4 ‘he 

vorid | s. He (Chris si 

' la t rid done him QO richteous Father 
l ha yon thee. The friendship of t orld 
riendship with God. If the world hath loved you, ye 
that it loved me be re if love | you. Be Ve there- 
conformed to the world, and be ye not transformed 


inv renewing of your mind. My spirit shall a/ways 
ve with man because heis a spirit. For that which 


orn of the flesh ts spirit. Marvel not that | say unto 
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you ye must not be born again. For the works of the 
flesh ave love, joy, peace, faith; and the fruits of 
are love, joy, peace, faith. In me, that is in my fles 


+} 
cit 


> Spiri 
dwelleth every good thing. Jesus Christ came to seek 
and to save those who were not lost; and he died not fo: 
the sins of his enemies—nof the just for the unjust, b 
for his righteous friends. ‘The gospel demands of m« 
no new character; and all the doctrines of the Bible imy 
the early and universal piety of the human family.” 

Thus the reversal of the proof of human depravity 
shows its force. No doctrine of Scripture admits of clear- 
er and more abundant testimony, than that of man’s de- 
pravity. As taught in the Scriptures, the doctrine is n 
ultra Calvinistic, pushing its tendencies towards Antino- 
mian fatality; nor does it at all more lean to the doctrine 
of Pelagian human self-sufficiency. 

While it is a fact, that all are depraved by the diso- 
bedience of Adam, it is also a fact that all may obtai 
renewing grace through the obedience of Christ. In the 
intervention of the plan of atonement by him, provision 
has been made to meet the evils of the fall; a provis- 
ion as extensive as was the ruin. And as the atone- 
ment of Christ saves no individual unless it is embraced 
by faith; so the deed of Adam does not condemn thx 
race unless there be some voluntary act of unbelief o.: 
the part of each individual. So we read the Scriptures 
and so we believe. 





“TAKE HEED TO THYSELF.” 


When a minister coldly commends the things that a 
heavenly, and warmly pursues the things that are earth- 
ly, who can believe him to be in earnest? Who will n 
rather consider him a mere player— 


Who sits upon the stage an hour or two 
In an unreal character; and then 
Throws off the mask, and resumes his own?—Set. 
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RELIGION IN THE PURSE. 


We hear of differeut kinds of religion. All talk about 
religion. Some about religion in the head; others about 
religion in the heart. Few, if any, have any thing t 
say about religion in the purse. Why so? Is it not just 
as necessary that it should be in the purse, as in the 
heart or the head. I conceive, if it is not in the purse. 
it is neither in the heart nor head 

If you are not your own, and cannot live unto your- 
selves, how can you reserve your purse for yourselves, ai 
consecrate your heads and hearts to Christ? Is it pn 
just as impossible to do this as to serve two masters, G 
and mammon? The head and heart control the purses 
Consequently, if religion is in the head and heart, it is 1 
the purse also. ‘That religion, which is not in the purs 
is alike headless, heartless, and Christless. If it does n 
open the purse to aid religious enterprise, it is a clear de- 
monstrotion that it has not opened the heart for the love 
of God to reign in it. Such a heart is not the temple 
the Holy Ghost. It is the temple of idolatry; for covet- 
ousness is idolatry. It is not less odious and crimin 
than Pagan idolatry. It is lieing to the Holy Ghost, as 
did Ananias and Saphira, in keeping back what God re- 
quires to be consecrated to his cause. The use of money 
and property discover to us plainly, whether our religior 


is a mere profession, or a living reality. Religion is not 
an abstraction as cold and insensible as an icicle. It 
is not so hot as to evaporate in steam like boiling water. 
Its purity and vitality do not lie in disconnecting it with 
our temporal affairs. It is as legitimately its province t 

direct the use of the purse, as it is within the sphere ot 
its influence to govern all our thoughts. feelings, words 
and actions. 

Religion may not be limited to thought and feeling. It 
must take hold of and control every thing earthly as well 
as heavenly. There must be reformation in the churches. 
That they may grow up intelligent, pious, and substan- 
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own personal services, or aid, as best they can, in sus- 
taining those and their instrumentality, who are thus con- 
secrated and employed. 

For thus sustaining the gospel, it is the duty of each 
congregation to systematise its pecuniary contributions, in 
regard to objects, amount, and time. The relative im- 
portance and claims of the different enterprises and in- 
strumentalities should be considered, and help given so 
as to accomplish the greatest present and future useful- 
ness; in amount liberally, according to our several ability 
and as God hath prospered us; in time, at such periods 
and with such prompt regularity as the best interest of 
the cause may demand. 

It was said of one, “she hath done what she could.” 
Can the same be said of every member of the church? 
It should be. 

In the subjoined, we have the example of persons emi- 
nently good and pious. Says the London Watchman: 

“In reading the biography of the most eminently pious 
and useful in different ages, we have often been struck 
with the fact, that almost all of them devoted a regular 
proportion of their income to pious and charitable uses. We 
will mention a few whose names are familiar, whose wri- 
tings are venerated, and whose memory is precious. A- 
mong those who made a /enth the fixed proportion of 
their almsgiving, was Lord Chief Justice Hale, the Rev. 
Dr. Hammond, and the Rev. Dr. Annesley. Baxter in- 
forms us, that he long adhered to this, until, for himself. 
he found it too little, and observes, ‘I think, however, that 
it is as likely a proportion as can be prescribed; and that 
devoting a fenth part ordinarily to God is a matter that 
we have more than Auman direction for. Doddridge 
was another instance of this kind. ‘I make a solemn 
dedication of one-tenth of my estate, salary and income, 
to charitable uses; and I also devote to such uses an 
eigth of every thing I receive by gift or present.’ A fifth 
part was the fixed proportion of Archbishop Tillotson 
and Dr. Watts. A fourth part was the proportion con- 
stantly given by Mrs. Bury, the wife of the eminently pi- 

* 





370 PREPARE TO MEET GOD. 


ous and useful Rev. Mr. Bury. Her husband, in his ac- 
count of her life, says: ‘She thought it was reasonable 
that such as had no children should appropriate a fourth 
part of their net profits to charitable purposes. Mrs 
E. Rowe gave even more than this. ‘I consecrate,’ says 
that excellent female, ‘ha/fof my yearly income to char- 
iatble uses; yea, a// that | have beyond the bare conve- 
niences and necessities of life shall surely be the Lord’s.’ 
Such too was the constant ae gprcr of the Hon. Robert 
Boyle, of the Rev. Mr. Brand, and of the Rey. Thomas 
Gouge, Of the latter, Arch Bishop ‘Tillotson says, in his 
funeral sermon, “All things considered, there have not 
been, since the primitive times of Christianity, many a- 
mong the sons of men, to whom that glorious character of 
the Son of God might be better applied, that ‘he went a- 
bout doing good.’ 

The list might be extended to those who have lived 
since, to many of our own age, and In our own country, but 
these examples are sufficient. If Christians were to act 
thus, to fix some due proportion, and keep a _ separate 
fund for charitable purposes, with how much more wis- 
dom, prudence and cheerfulness, would they perform this 
Christian duty? How often would they lift up their hearts 
to God, in devout thanksgiving, for affording them oppor- 
tunities of enjoying this privilege, and of showing to them 
selves and others. that ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
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SERMON 
BY REV. J. B. LOGAN, 
Pre; are fo meet th y Go , A mos 1: 12—latter « jause 


This is the language of Jehovah to the rebellious Jews 
after they had been long serving idols and doing wicked 
ly in the sight of heaven. It wasalso after the Lord ha 
tried all the ordinary means to reclaim, and bring then 
back again to his service; but his warnings and entrea- 
ties were alike in vain. Blasting and mildew had beer 
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ineffectual. In view of their rebellion and stubbornness, 
the time was swiftly arriving when the Divine displea- 
sure was to be fully displayed against sin, by an utter de- 
struction of the Jewish nation and polity. A great ma- 
jority were to be slain by their enemies, and the small! 
remnant to go Into a lorz captivity. The prophet appears 
before that people to tell them, not of their probable, but 
certain danger, of which timely warning is given in the 
text, to prepare to meet their God. 

Nationally, we are not in some respects, in the condition 
in which the Jews then were. But it is certain, that 
howsoever different our condition may be in many respects 
from what theirs was in the days of Amos, yet we are 
involved alike with all :nankind in that event, greatest of 
all in the history of mortals—we must meet God. 

In further remarking upon the subject, 1 propose te 
show— 

1. For what we should be prepared. 

2. In what we should be prepared. 

3. By what we should be prepared. 

Then, to proceed, we are first to show for what we are 
concerned to be prepared. 

That for which we should prepare, is “to meet God.” 
This is without doubt the greatest event in the history of 
man. From his birth until he enters the grave, and 
through the annals of eternity, there is nothing of equal 
importance to man. No event will ever arise so fraught 
with interest to the immortal mind as the one alluded to 
in the subject—meet thy God. 

1. Let us view, for one moment, the character introduc- 
ed. God—the creator, preserver, and upholder of the 
universe—the one who holds the destinies of all intelli- 
gencies in his hands, and who will be “the judge of all 
the earth. In meeting God, we will meet a being of un- 


1 
i 
derived, spotless purity —* holiness —justice—goodness 


and truth:” who “cannot look upon iniquity with the deasé 
of allowance:’ who will by no means clear the guil- 
ty. We may judge of the future from the past. And 
when we look over the history of nations, we see this in- 


flexible Being meeting th? ~imes and wickedness of mey 
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with outpourings of wrath and his sore displeasure, as in 
the case of the Sodomites, the Anti-Deluvians, the city 
of Jerusalem, and others. He is a God who is omni- 
scient. His eye pierces the the darkest night. The deep 
recesses of all hearts are open unto him; nothing ts hid 
or can be hid from him. He seesat one glance the germ 
of the first thought which entered into the heart of Ad- 
am, as well as the last word, thought, or act that will 
transpire before the final consummation of all things. He 
is as well acquainted with the laws that govern the uni- 
verse of intelligence as with the most trivial object or cir- 
cumstance on this terrestial globe. “Known unto him are 
all things, and the judge of all the earth will do right.” 

2. The purpose for which we meet him is to receive 
our eternal destiny for weal or woe. A never ending 
scene of misery, or an eternity of happiness hangs upon 
that moment. In this world the condition and state of 
men may change—do change. How often is the rebel 
sinner on the road to hell to-day, and under condemna- 
tion; but to-morrow all is changed—grace has overtaken, 
subdued, and saved him; but beyond this important peri- 
od there will be no such change experienced. Again: 
how many sinners are to-day in the reach of mercy, who 
may now be saved, who to-morrow will be gone foo far 
for recovery. But beyond this period no such changes 
will be realized. “He that is filthy,” when he meets God, 
“will be filthy sée//,”’ and “he that is holy will be holy 
still.’ Our character, then, for eternity is formed this side 
of that period. ‘That is the moment when we change 
our mode of existence forever. But— 

3. We must meet God. We are now, and ever have 
been in his presence; yet we must meet him. I under- 
stand, by this, that our spirits will be brought in closer 
contact with God than ever before; though we are now 
in his presence, yet there is a veil over our spiritual eyes, 
on account of sin, which prevents our being conscious of 
the presence of God. Like the tortoise, we are surround- 
ed with a shell, which must be taken off and pierced, be- 
fore we can communicate with God. 

The spirit of God pierces this shell and “reproves” the 
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sinner, and in some small! degree is he sensible of the pres- 
ence of God. The more he yields to his influences, the 
more he feels the presence of God. The christian is still 
more sensible of God’s presence; he often meets with him, 
and they hold sweet converse together; this sense of the 
Divine presence increases as grace increases in the heart; 
and is lessened in the hearts of the rebellious, until it is 
sometimes withdrawn entirely. But when the curtain of 
this life falls, and the {veil is withdrawn, then the disem- 
bodied spirit will rush into the immediate presence of the 
Judge of quick and dead, and remain in his presence for- 
ever——the righteous eternally happy—the wicked forever 
miserable. But, 

4. We must not only meet God as God in the abstract, 
but we must meet him as our God. “Prepare to meet thy 
God” is the command of the text. Notwithstanding all 
will not meet him as their God from choice, yet he is the 
God of all in a peculiar sense. The Hindoos claim their 
gods as the mechanic dves his workmanship, because he 
has made it. But the great Creator is our God—because 
he has made us—this is the difference. But we will stand 
before that being who has not only made us, but preserv- 





ed us from ten thousand dangers, and who “so loved the 
world, that he gave up his only begotten son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.’ We are under stronger obligations, infinitely, to 
God than to our best earthly friends. A mother may 
nurse and watch over us in the hours of infancy, a father 
may rise early and set up late to minister and provide for 
our wants and necessities; others may dous a great deal 
of good in this world, “but every good and perfect gift 
cometh down from the Father of lights:” all that we have 
and are, are from him. 

2. We will notice briefly, in what we are to be prepared. 

The very command itself implies that preparation is 
necessary, and that we are unprepared to meet God in 
peace. ‘This is admitted, in some form, by all who take 
the bible for their guide in religion. But in what the pre- 
paration consists, there is a very great difference of opin- 
ion. 
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It must be evident to every one, however, that this is 


i point in theology, in which we ought all to be rightly 
instructed, for an error here is fatal. Then we should 
carefully and prayerfully consider in what that prepara- 
ion consists. In order then to properly understand the 
loctrine embraced in the text on this subject, we should 
observe, that, in whatever the preparation may consist, 
itis to take place or be accomplished in some way con- 
rected with our agency. 

We are not commanded to prepare one another, or some 
ther being is not ordered to prepare us, but “prepare 
thou) to meet thy God.” 

In our further remarks we shal 
view directly the atonement, Divine influence, &c. from the 


, therefore, leave out of 





fact that though these are indispensable means, yet the 
abstract truth that Christ has atoned for all men, or 
that the spirit strives directly with all men, is not the 
preparation contained in the text. 

We are not here speaking of the means to accomplish 
the thing, but of the ¢hing accomplished by the means. 
The means, and result of a proper use of the means are 
very different things. And 

1. It does not consist in a state of feeling. There are 
many whose religion consists entirely in feelings, or in 
other words, take the flow of feelings which they some- 
times have for religion, and consequently when their feel- 
ings are gone their religion ts gone. Now, it is true that 
genuine religion may be indicated by feelings as well as 
by many other evidences; but the feelings cannot be the 
religion, only the effects of it. But let it be borne in mind 
that we may have feeling very hypocritical and delusive, 
not at all the result of true piety 

2. It does not consist in a correct set of opinions in 
theology, or a correct theory founded on the Bible. Some 
men think they are certainly entitled to heaven because 
they are soorthodor. They can, in their own estimation 
at least. quote more Scripture and argue to bette: advan- 
tage the leading truths of revelation, than many of the 
ministry; surely they ought to be saved, But does the 
Bible authorize this sentiment? It does not. It every 
where tells us that there is a moral as well as an intel- 
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lectual wrong in man; that it is possible for the latter to 
be righted and not the former. “Thou believest there is 
one God, thou doest well; the devils also believe and trem- 
ble.” 

Man is not only in darkness, “but the carnal mind is 
enmity against God.’ The one must be removed and 


the other slain before man is prepared to meet God. Then 
simply an intellectual theory, however correct, will not 
suffice. It does not consist in theory. 

3. It does not consist in a course of external conduct, 
era single act or aseriesof acts. For it is evident, 
if doing is the preparation, we must do the whole law of 
Go I, But *by thre 
tified in his sight.” 

The Bible recognizes the doings of the wisest and best 


leeds of the law shall no flesh be jus- 


of men as defective—as sinful. “There is not a just man 
upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not.” it ever 


} 


has been man’s prevailing and predominant error to try 


to get to heaven by his own works. ‘The various reli- 
gious errorists of the day and of every age have had this 
principle interwoven in all their systems. ‘This is the 
moralist’s system openly and daily acted upon. He ex- 
pects fo do so many od things that he will bring the 
Lord under obligation to save him. His trust is in him- 
self—not in Christ. ‘There are others who blend the two 


] 


together, and expect that through the merits of Christ zn 


part, and partly through themselves, they will be prepared 
in the trying moment. There are others who Say thata 
correct theory or belief of the Scriptures—and obedience 
(otherwise baptism) constitute the preparation. But it is 
our opinion that it does not consist in feeligns, opinions, 
or conduct, or all of these combined. Well, what is that 
preparation? [It consists in justification in the sight of 
God’s law and in our moral nature being conformed to the 
nature and law of God. If the doctrine of moral de- 
pravity be true, (and the Bible teaches it) then it is evi- 
dent that the great change necessary must take place in 
our natures. 

It matters not how much the atonement may have done 
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for us, without something done in us, we will be utterly 
unprepared to meet the Judge in peace. There must be 
a change of nature as wellas state. We see this in every 
day’s observation. Behold that unregenerate man how, un- 
easy and unhappy in the society of the righteous is he? 
What is the reason? It is simply because he has a differ- 
ent nature to the righteous, their hearts are not in unison. 
But man is condemned as well as depraved—and unless 
the former he removed the latter can never be taken away. 
But man, condemned and depraved as he is, can do neith- 
er. Therefore the righteousness of Christ takes away 
condemnation—and his blood, applied by the Divine Spir- 
it, changes the heart. The preparation consists in having 
i the righteousness of Christ become ours—and his blood 
| applied to our hearts. The one changes the state, the 


i 9 
other the nature, and both are secured by faith in Christ, 
: resting on him with all the heart; the same act which se- 
cures one—does the other.—But 
3. By what are we to be prepared. 
| Ash iS aire dy been hinted, this prepa ition 18 not accon plish d by any 
thing we can do The méans must De pr po tioned to the end, The end 
to be accomplished is the justification and sanctification of man. It is ev 
ident man cannot just 1y hin self; for *“‘by the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified in his s ght.” Man has no righteousness which would 
be acceptabl. to the law. No created being could { ring in a righteous é 
j ness which would be a ept ble to the law For however pe rfect the obe 
dience might be, it would only be what a perfect law would require of all 
its subjects ach one for himself—therefore justification must take place | 
j in view of the obedience or righteousness o!f an uncreated being, and one t 
not under obligations to a superior power. No such a being exists but the t 
i great “1 Am,” and against this being, the creature man has raised his rebel 
lious arm. It is God’s law that is dishonored, his wrath prov ked. Yet n 
such is his myste us goodness tl ul he ve led himself n hu lanity—*‘took ‘ 
upon | im the form of a servant,” “‘was made of a woman—made under a 
the law to redeem them that are under the law.”’ And owing no allegi ut 
cnce to a superior power, he alone, of all intelligences, could say “I have P 
i power to lay down my life and I have power to take it up aga ey He i 
' only could ybe y the law for another We therefore see clearly that there th 
{ is no other but this one “name given under heaven wl ereby we must be 8 
j saved,” none—by which we can be justified but by the name of Jesus 
«Therefore, oeing justified by faith we have peace W th God, through a 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” The righteousness of Christ is the meritorious im) 
cause of justification, and faith is the instrumental cause of justification €0 


| 
Sanctification is a “setting apart” to a certain office, or w ork, or for a spe 

















y of the creaturs But he will proceéd no farther ti 
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[t is just as impossible for us to change our nature as our 


is evident that j just tification may entitle us mae n, but will not 
to enjoy it Were the sinner surrounded with angels and all 

train, it would still be no heaven to him. Our nature 
ged, ‘we must be born again.” But can the Ethiopian change 


“1 


- the le pard his sp its? Impossible. They may bathe and wash 


mes externally, but the skin and spots are the same. So sin 
rm—and reform—but unless the nature is changed, it will 
hem like the sow that was washed,” they will “return to their 
1 the mire.” We need some provision for the nature as well 

Happily for man this is also provided through . sus Christ 
» tide wh ch drenched his body on the Cross, like the leaves of 


ng of the n ations ” «The blood of Jesus 


nses from al! his bl applied, and sin and guilt are 
nu ns nee The heart is “spi nkled from an evil con- 

1 “p rged from dead wv ha” to tone apt God 
s change is the Holy Spirit. It is by this influence the 


ikened to a sense of his guilt and danger bos whenever he 
s terms, the Holy Spirit, for Chris *s sake, applies the pre- 


{ Unbrist ft s p lu d sou wi ch cleanses {ro ill SIN 
thing on the ] t of man ould effi tany thing meruo iously 
fo iven, yet faith in Christ is essential in ord to em- 
iteousness of Christ By faith, ] mean all that is meant by 
sting,” *‘confiding,” &c. with all the heart on the merits of 
Saviour Jesus Christ. For trusting in Christ, and believing 
pture, accomplish the end, and therefore must be the 
1id emphatically—*“he that believed not shall be damn 
Psalmist says— that trusteth in the Lord shall be Sav- 
that believeth n ; damned—then, if the Psalmist be correct, 
h in the Lord, believet) n him. But to trust in the Lord 
ething re than crediting th testimony given of Christ in the 


Ss easy to see that men may believe all recorded in the Scrip- 
Christ to be true, and yet never trust in Christ with all the 

ry of t revolution would doubtless credit all that is record- 
of Washington without chan ng his principles in the least: 
this, and live and die an « ny to Washington and r publi- 
1 Sinner y firmly believe all in the testament to be true 
lemy, in nature nda practice to that D vine personage por- 
d up as the hope of the world. There are means to be em. 
| bot! f the creature and the Creato1 God does all 
part, nevessary to our redemption, which is consistent with 
Il that agency 

id whenever man believes, the work of preparation is 

the Spirit of God, in the manner aforesaid. Faith lays hold 
hteoust this justifies, and then the way is legally opened 
n. Faith is tl neans essential on our part. The right- 
blood of Christ are the means on the part of the Divine 
by believing in Christ we are justified and “born again” — 
heaven, and are prepared for its enjoyment. ‘Those who 
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